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What’s Stampin’ 

May 2009 Debra Burgin, Independent Demonstrator, Stampin' Up!® 

Want to visit distant lands and see local handiworks from the comfort of your desk 
chair?  Join the Parade of Papers Blog Hop sponsored by Stampin’ Addicts!  How 
does it work?  On Friday, May 8, after 8:00 a.m. Eastern, visit the Song of My Heart 
Stampers blog at www.songofmyheartstampers.typepad.com and enjoy Lyssa’s fabu-
lous creations.  A Stampin’ Up! demonstrator who began the same month I did, she is 
a wonderful paper crafter, and I can hardly wait to see what’s she designed!  In cele-
bration of this month’s Stampin’ Up! special (see below), she’ll have three or four pro-
jects showcasing one of the SU! Designer Series Papers (specifically, Raspberry Tart) 
and a link to the next blog on the hop.  Click that link and visit the next stop.  Con-
tinue the tour until you’ve visited all 17 stops.  I’ll be #20—my projects will feature 
the Bella Bleu paper.  Can’t hop on Friday because your boss expects you to work???  The 
hop continues all day Saturday and Sunday.  But at midnight Sunday, the links to the 
hop will be removed and the event is over.  Buckle up, adjust your mirrors, and enjoy 
your trip! 

Scrapbooking Promotion 

Celebrate National Scrapbooking Month in May with three great specials from 
Stampin’ Up! 

 Buy three packs of Designer Series paper (including our Specialty Designer Series paper) or 12" x 12" textured card stock, 
and get one FREE!  This includes paper on pages 158-161 and the packs of assorted 12" x 12" textured paper (based on 
color families).  What a great time to stock up! 

 Buy a sneak peek stamp set from the 2009-2010 Idea Book & Catalog—Jumble Alphabet (set of 52; double-mounted)—at a 
20 percent discount.  This set has two versions of each letter, one large (not necessarily capitalized) and one smaller.  Each 
of the 52 stamps is in a different font, so the overall effect is very playful.  Excellent for kids’ scrapbook layouts!  You can 
see this alphabet on my blog, and I’ll be using it during May camps. 

 Join Stampin' Up! as a demonstrator for only $75 with our limited-time Scrapbooking Starter Kit.  In addition to to the busi-
ness supplies contained in the standard starter kit, the Scrapbooking Starter Kit contains the following:  Schoolbook Serif 
Alphabet stamp set, Simply Scrappin' Petal Party, Earth Elements Assorted textured card stock (12" x 12"), Whisper White 
Craft Stampin' Pad.  This is an amazing offer!  Talk to me about joining my team! 

I’ve seen cards on your blog that use a mask.  Can you explain this? 

You probably understand how masking tape is used when painting a wall—it covers something 
that shouldn’t get paint on it.  A mask in stamping does the same thing. 

Suppose you’re creating the scene at left, using stamps from Forest Friends.  Note how the deer 
appears to be standing in front of the tree.  If you were to simply stamp the tree and then the 
deer, you’d see the tree “through” the deer, and vice versa.  To prevent that, we need a mask on 
the deer so that no part of the tree image is stamped on top of it.  Here’s how to do it:   

1. Stamp the deer image on the card stock panel that will be used on your final project.  (Note that you stamp the foreground image 
first.—you’re working from front to back) 

2. Stamp it again on a piece of scratch paper. 
3. Trim carefully around the scratch paper image, cutting just inside the lines; this will be your mask. 
4. Place the mask on top of the card stock image, using a bit of Dotto adhesive on the back to keep it in place. 
5. Stamp the tree over a portion of the masked deer to create the illusion of depth—the tree behind the deer. 
6. Peel off the mask to see the finished look; rub off any Dotto residue. 

Hint:  Trimming the mask is precise work.  Don’t discard the mask; keep it in the box with the stamp set for next time! 

Question of the month 

The iris folding on this card uses Bella Bleu 
Designer Series Paper.  Kraft, Very Vanilla, 
and Not Quite Navy lend an elegant touch. 



Get Together and Stamp! 

Sunday, May 10 (2nd Sunday) – 2:00-4:30 p.m. 
Stampin’ Divas @ 1st Congregational Church, DeKalb 

Yes, it’s Mother’s Day, but this month our projects will be Mostly Manly!  Cards that appeal to 
men are often challenging to design (what, no ribbon???!!!), so let’s learn some ways to use 
color, techniques, and embellishments that do just that.  Please RSVP by Friday, May 8. 

Wednesday, May 20 (3rd Wednesday) – 5:30-8:00 p.m.  
Fox Valley Girls @ Covington Court Clubhouse (1690 Covington Ct., St. Charles) 

This is a repeat of the May 10 camp.  Please RSVP by Monday, May 18. 

Tuesday, May 26 (4th Tuesday) – 6:30-9:00 p.m. 
Basement Babes @ my home (432 W. Lincoln Hwy., DeKalb) 

This is usually a repeat of the Divas’ camp.  Please RSVP by Monday, May 25. 

My camps are open to all interested stampers, whether newbie or experienced.  To register, con-
tact me a few days prior to camp so I can be sure to have enough materials.  Your $10 registration 
fee covers all supplies and materials for four projects, envelopes for cards, treats, and step-by-step 
printed instructions.  Make another set of projects for just $5 more—let me know when you register.  Please 
bring your own beverage.  And although they’ll be available to share, feel free to bring your own 
adhesive and scissors, if you prefer to use your own. 

Lots of texture and layering on this card, 
as well as the color palette, gives this card 
a masculine feel. 

This month’s challenge is from a site that’s rather new to me, called Stampin’ Addicts 
(www.stampinaddicts.com).  It has message boards and galleries, many of them specific to 
and organized according to Stampin’ Up! sets.  I recommend it—and it needs your par-
ticipation to help it grow!  Each day of the week except Sunday they have a challenge:  
3D, Technique, Accessories, Sketch, Color Combo, and Scrapbooking. 

So this month your challenge from me is two-fold:  to create a card based on this sketch 
and to post it in the Scrappin’ Addicts gallery!  Not sure how to do that?  Ask me! 

May Sketch Challenge 

A few months ago I asked for your suggestions for projects for camp.  Last month’s 
camps reflected that request:  stamper Judy asked for all children’s cards!  Well, I’d like you to challenge me again, this time using a spe-
cific stamp set.  We’ve all bought sets that didn’t seem to be as easy to use as we thought they’d be.  Do you have a set that has you 
“stuck”?  Let me know what it is; if I own the set, I’ll use it to create a project or two for an upcoming camp. 

May is National Scrapbooking Month, and to help you create the perfect picture to put in your scrapbook, here are three tips from 
Stampin’ Up! for taking better photos: 

Follow the rule of thirds.  Imagine your photo frame divided into thirds, both vertically 
and horizontally, like a tic-tac-toe board.  Then place the subject on or near one of the 

lines or intersections.  This is called the rule of thirds, or 
the “golden mean.”  By placing your subject slightly off-
center, you end up with a better picture.  Look at this pic-
ture of me from Convention 2007, when I thought I had 
won a prize (sad story).  Does it follow the rule of thirds?  
Being able to crop your digital photos makes this rule easy 
to experiment with.   

Zoom in.  Typically, amateur photographers shoot their 
pictures too far away from their subjects, while the professionals have learned this simple concept:  the 
closer, the better!  Zoom in to get close-ups of faces, a Thanksgiving turkey, a special ornament on a tree, 
or a mother holding a baby’s hand.  Or, at left, a grandson shelling peas he picked from our garden. 

Switch between portrait and landscape.  Alternate the camera angle and take both vertical and horizon-
tal photos so you have a variety to choose from.  After all, the more photos you take, the more likely you 
are to get photos you like! 

Photography Tips 

Yes, I need you! 


