
Focus on Coloring 

Yes, we’ve talked about coloring before—a lot, in fact.  But this month I want to talk about using 
another tool:  the Blender Pen.  Blender Pens have a special solution inside, not as wet as water, that 
allows you to apply and blend color from a variety of medium. 

To use a Blender Pen to create a watercolor effect, color or outline a stamped image with Stampin’ 
Write markers, Watercolor Wonder Crayons, or Watercolor Pencils.  Pull and blend the colors with 
the Blender Pen.  You can also dip the blender pen into Stampin’ Pastels or Classic Stampin’ Pads and 
apply directly to paper. 

Each pen has two tips.  Clean them with just a stroke or two on scratch paper until no color appears 
on the paper (the tip may be discolored, but that’s not a problem).  Store them horizontally so that 
both tips stay moist.  Take care not to mash the tips when blending, and your Blender Pens will last a 
long time.   
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What’s Stampin’ 

July 2009 Debra Burgin, Independent Demonstrator, Stampin' Up!® 

Over 100 new stamp sets.  Six gorgeous new colors.  Exciting ribbon 
and buttons.  Over 1,000 items under $25.  New and exclusive dies for 
the Big Shot. 

But that’s not what I noticed first about the new catalog.  The amazing 
projects (and the way they’re photographed) provide me with surprises 
around every page turn.  Little “dressmaker” touches—stitching, 
punched trims, bows of ribbon tied through buttons—challenge me to 
do something a little different.  I continue to be thrilled with how 
Stampin’ Up! has evolved just in the six or so years I’ve been stamp-
ing.  And that causes me to evolve as a stamper, learning new tech-
niques and revisiting old ones—something I love passing on to you 
when you come to camp. 

As of July 1, the new catalog is available on my Stampin’ Up! site (see 
address below), but if you’d rather have one in your hands to explore, 
please contact me.  Just $6.00 (plus shipping, if necessary) gives you hours of inspiration! 

The Summer Fun Continues 

It’s nice to know that we have a good chunk of summer still ahead of us, isn’t it?  And that’s true in the SU! world as 
well.  Stampin’ Up! is offering new specials in July to keep the fun going: 

 From July 15 through August 31, join the Stampin' Up! family for just $85 with the limited-time Mini Starter Kit. 

 From July 1-31, watch for the limited Deal of the Week each Monday at 10:00 AM (MT).  This week's 
deal:  From July 1, 9:00 a.m. (MT) through July 6, 9:50 a.m. (MT), purchase the Scallop Edge Punch (#112091, 
page 187) for just  $10.99—an amazing savings from its normal $15.95 price!  Place your order on my SU! site 
(below) or contact me if I can help or if you want me to place your order for you.  

Check my SU! site or blog each Monday for the next Deal of the Week! 

This card features two new In Colors — Melon 
Mambo and Crushed Curry.  Yum! 

Brand new and beautiful 



Crushed Curry.  Melon Mambo.  Rich Razzleberry.  Those are three of the 2010 In Colors introduced July 1 in the new Stampin’ 
Up! catalog.  These make my mouth water!  And they make my eyes pop when I combine them with each other and with SU! col-
ors I love and use all the time. 

I’m so happy to see the ideas SU! has for new color combinations each year.  They have published the latest color combo chart 
today; you will find it on my blog and in your camp packet if you attend camp this month. 

When I attended a Stampin’ Up! regional meeting a few years ago, one of the presenters showed his method for creating color 
combos:  He had punched discs from every card stock color and placed them in one of the clear stamp boxes.  When he felt him-
self challenged to use color in a new way, he’d dump out the box and play with the discs until he found several that pleased him.  
Yes, it’s that simple:  child’s play!  

If you haven’t seen the new colors, here’s a preview: 

 

Mix It Up With Color! 

Get Together and Stamp! 

Sunday, July 12 (2nd Sunday) – 2:00-4:30 p.m. 
Stampin’ Divas @ 1st Congregational Church, DeKalb 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! July 1 begins a new Stampin' Up! catalog, so camps this 
month celebrate all things new. Expect new stamps, new accessories, and maybe 
even some new techniques!  Please RSVP by Friday, July 10. 

Wednesday, July 15 (3rd Wednesday) – 5:30-8:00 p.m.  
Fox Valley Girls @ Covington Court Clubhouse (1690 Covington Ct., St. 
Charles) 

This is a repeat of the July 12 camp.  Please RSVP by Monday, July 13. 

Thursday, July 23 (4th Thursday) – 6:30-9:00 p.m. 
Basement Babes @ my home (432 W. Lincoln Hwy., DeKalb) 

Note the change in day for June and July only!  This camp is usually a repeat 
of the Divas’ camp.  Please RSVP by Monday, July 20. 

My camps are open to all interested stampers, whether newbie or experienced.  To register, contact me a few days prior to camp so 
I can be sure to have enough materials.  Your $10 registration fee covers all supplies and materials for four projects, envelopes for 
cards, treats, and step-by-step printed instructions.  Make another set of projects for just $5 more—let me know when you register so I am pre-
pared.  Please bring your own beverage.  And although they’ll be available to share, feel free to bring your own adhesive and scis-
sors, if you prefer to use your own. 

Although this sketch shows a square card – now that’s a challenge! – feel free to 
adapt it to standard 4.25” x 5.5” dimensions.  The horizontal strips could be 
stamped, dry embossed (use your Texturz plates!), or cut from patterned paper.  Per-
fect for scraps!  It’s visually appealing to break your image out of the circle, as shown 
here – try it! 

July Sketch Challenge 

Stampin’ Up!’s line of home décor has expanded—and its name has changed, too!  
The new Definitely Decorative brochure is full of products to make your home 
lovely and welcoming, from stencils to the vinyl Décor Elements wall transfers.  
There’s something for every room in your house!  See the brochure on my Stampin’ 
Up! web site, or ask me for a copy!  

Definitely decorative 

This simple card showcases a brand-new stamp set 
(Circle Circus) and a brand-new In Color (Bermuda 
Bay) in paper, ink, and ribbon.  It’s so easy to create 
something great with this kind of coordination!  


