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What’s Stampin’ 

December 2009 Debra Burgin, Independent Demonstrator, Stampin' Up!® 

I have seen the SAB brochure, and it will knock your socks off!  Two 
pieces of advice:  (1) save your Christmas money and (2) book your home 
workshop with me now.  You’ll want to earn as much free stuff as you 
can.  This year the SAB season is extended to nearly three months 
(January 5 to March 31)! 

Sale-A-Bration is nearly here! 

Coloring:  Blender Pen or Aqua Painter? 

I was asked some great questions in October about the “right” tool to use when water coloring.  Maybe you’ve wondered, 
too:  Which should you use, a Blender Pen or an Aqua Painter?  I talked about how to use a Blender Pen in my July 2009 
newsletter, but here’s a side-by-side comparison: 

Not a whole lot of help, is it?  The biggest difference is the amount of liquid used:  lots with the Aqua Painter and very 
little with the Blender Pen.  So even though you can use both tools on most media, you can achieve a sheerer water color 
effect with the Aqua Painter.  Because of the amount of water, I find it easier to move the color around.  Over blending 
with either of these tools, however, may pill your paper—so practice to get the feel of them. 

It’s difficult to show the difference here, so check my blog on December 2 for “the rest of the story” and to see two iden-
tical images colored each way. 

Do you need to pace your stamping purchases?  Consider this club:  six 
stampers will agree to buy $25.00 in product (before shipping/handling 
and tax) per month for six months.  Because that totals $150.00, one per-
son will act as a “virtual” hostess each month, earning at least the mini-
mum of hostess benefits possible (see page 11 of the current catalog).  
There’s no actual “party” necessary—this is all done on paper. 

Our newest Hostess Clubs begin January 2010.  As a club member, here is 
what you get: 

 A FREE wire-bound 2009-2010 Idea Book & Catalog.  If you already have the current catalog, you can add any cata-
log item valued at $5.95 for FREE in addition to your normal club order during one month of the club. 

 20% off your own club order (no matter how big, before shipping and tax) in the month when you are the hostess. 

 At least $15 in free product and one free hostess set when you are the hostess (see page 11 in the current catalog). 

 $5 off one of my classes each month for the six club months. 

If this sounds like a good deal (and it is!), let me know by December 20 and I’ll sign you up in one of the groups.  Need 
more details?  Let me know!  Sorry, this offer is only extended to stampers who have their orders “hand delivered”; unfor-
tunately, I can’t ship individual club orders. 

Like to Stamp?  Join the Club! 

  
Blender 

Pens 
Aqua 

Painters 

Watercolor Pencils X X 

Stampin’ Pastels X   

Classic Stampin’ Ink (pads and refills) X X 

Watercolor Wonder Crayons X X 

Stampin’ Write Markers X X 

November’s stamp camps included this skating card.  
The skaters were stamped with StazOn onto our 
Thick Window Sheet, which had been pre-cut on the 
Big Shot.  Love this stuff! 



Get Together and Stamp! 

Sunday, December 13 (2nd Sunday) – 2:00-4:30 p.m. 
Stampin’ Divas @ 1st Congregational Church, DeKalb 

Your cards are sent, I’m sure, but are you finished with your gift-giving preparations?  This 
camp will help you Gussy Up Your Gifts with tags, gift card holders, treat holders, and last-
minute stocking stuffers.  If you choose to keep these items yourself, I’ll never tell!  And be-
cause it’s my tradition, I’ll have plenty of sweet and savory goodies to share, so come hungry!  
Please RSVP by Friday, December 11. 

Monday, December 14 – 5:30-8:00 p.m.  
Fox Valley Girls @ Covington Court Clubhouse (1690 Covington Ct., St. Charles) 

Note the change in day this month only!  This is a repeat of the December 13 camp.  
Please RSVP by Friday, December 11. 

Tuesday, December 15 – 6:30-9:00 p.m. 
Basement Babes @ my home (432 W. Lincoln Hwy., DeKalb) 

Note the change in week this month only!  This camp is a repeat of the Divas’ camp.  
Please RSVP by Friday, December 11. 

My camps are open to all interested stampers, whether newbie or experienced.  To register, con-
tact me a few days prior to camp so I can be sure to have enough materials.  Your $10 registration 
fee covers all supplies and materials for four projects, envelopes for cards, treats, and step-by-step 
printed instructions.  Make another set of projects for just $5 more—let me know when you register so I am prepared.  Please bring your own capped 
beverage.  And although they’ll be available to share, feel free to bring your own adhesive and scissors, if you prefer to use your own. 

I love this card by Canadian stamper 
Caroline LeBel.  It uses the Christmas 
Cocoa Specialty DSP with Soft Suede card 
stock—a winning combination! 

Coming in January 

With the new year comes a new option for camping:  new location, new day, new projects!  This camp is especially for my Ogle County 
stampers.  The “Hub City Sweeties” will meet the second Tuesday of the month, from 6:00-8:30, at Lincoln Manor on Lincoln Highway 
in downtown Rochelle.  Although I will follow the month’s theme, the projects will be different than those done with the Stampin’ Divas, 
which means you can attend camps in both places in one month and not repeat projects! 

Plan Ahead for Super Saturday! 

It seems impossible to believe, but it’s time to talk about 2010 Spring Super Saturday.  
Mark your calendar for Saturday, March 6, at First Congregational Church, DeKalb.  You 
can find more details and registration information on the Inkspiration Events site begin-
ning January 9. 

This sketch is from the challenge site Stamping 411.  Each week the “operators” there 
offer a Saturday Sketch Challenge and then provide a showcase of challenge results by 
talented stampers.  It’s worth a look!  This sketch was from early October.  The key to 
this layout is the three little elements above the sentiment.  Snowflakes?  Cupcakes?  But-
tons?  Bring your version to a camp in December — come play along! 

December Sketch Challenge 

Pay-It-Forward Stamp Camp 

Register today for a rubber stamp camp, held Saturday, January 16 from 1:00-3:30, that will 
help the work of Pay-It-Forward House in Sycamore and provide you with paper crafting 
projects for the upcoming sweet season!  Tina Moore and I will again be your "creativity 
coaches," providing all materials for you to create four wonderful Stampin' Up! pro-
jects.  New to stamping?  No problem!  We love to help beginners! 

We’re crafting right at the House, so after you're finished stamping, you may tour the 
House, talk to Pay-It-Forward House volunteers, and enjoy refreshments. 

Donation: $15, donated in full to Pay-It-Forward House.  Make check payable to Pay-It-
Forward House and send to me at 432 W Lincoln Hwy, DeKalb.  There is a space 
limit—register early!  Registrations (your check holds your place) must be received by 
Monday, January 11. 

For more information about Pay-It-Forward House NFP and directions to 719 Somonauk St., visit their site.  

Melon Mambo for Christmas?  Why not? 

http://home.comcast.net/~dlburgin/
http://stamping411.blogspot.com/
http://www.payitforwardhouse.org/

